and the pedroom turned gaunt———slripped
and scoured down to the (ast bare inch.
Vinegal still stung the aif, sharpened py the
cotd. it crowded out the famitiar traces of
Charles’s shaving \ather and rosemary”
scented bear grease. carotine washed her
face, then with her damp palms, smnothed
the tength of het praid before pinning it
carefully Up- Last of alt she dipped the
In the grainy dark vefore dawn. caroline comb into the basit of cotd water and
o slicked down the loosé strands petween her
woke to the pull of ner stomach drawing it .
X forenead and the nape of her neck.
self taut. gefore opening her eyes she re-
signed herself to it etter to tet her mus- A fresh pail of nalf-metted sPO¥ atready
cles express pher dread of this day than waited peside the cookstove for her. Care”

give voice 1o it \ine stoked Up the fire 3!

as deftly as Charies uning hi:

atready the © om had chat ed. Neither . .
eady o @ 9 ! filled the coffeepot and skittet with SNOW:

Charles’s ¢ thes nor his nightshirt i
haries tothes nof is nightshit ng on draped the girls’ underthings qver the pack

the nail peside her own, thou h the usual
9 of the rocker ta@ warm, then went to fetch

unds of hi Lt his boots d tak-
soun him py! ing o is bal’ and tak the Last of the sait pork‘

ing upP the water pail came from the back
goor. She 1Y sttt @ moment more after the At the threshotd of the newly emptied
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