Lean On Me

-Pat Simmons

Overdrive Court in Pasadena Hills, Missouri,
for four years. The quiet suburban neighbor-
hood was a hidden-in-plain-sight treasure, with
an unmanned, majestic, sixty-five-foot Gothic
tower at the Natural Bridge Road entrance. It
served as a visual barrier that guarded its resi-
dents from the questionable, blighted North St.
Louis city neighborhoods in transition. Clear-
ly, security had been breached.

He didn’t have time for this. It was Monday
morning, and he had to get to the office.
Scratching his jaw, which demanded a razor,
he decided to multitask and call the police as
he shaved.

“911. What's your emergency?” a male dis-
patcher answered.

“I’d like to report a strange woman making
uninvited visits to my property.”

“Excuse me, sir?” The man paused. “Has

your home been vandalized?”

“No.” His morning paper deliveries were un-
touched. “This wo’ ‘ts on my porch.”
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