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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Library Name Joins Annual Canada-Wide Book Club 
Library patrons can read deeply moving “Hotline” as an ebook and digital audiobook for free and discuss with readers across the nation



CITY/REGION, Province – Month Day, 2023 – Readers in [city/region in library service area] can join tens of thousands of booklovers by participating in the annual Together We Read: Canada digital book club. From August 30-September 13, Library Name patrons can read Montreal author Dimitri Nasrallah’s emotional novel, Hotline, as an ebook and audiobook for free. Readers can access the novel with no waitlists or holds by downloading the Libby reading app or visiting http://xxx.lib.overdrive.com. They can also participate in an online discussion with other readers throughout the country.	Comment by Andi Barnett: @Mark Malafarina Accurate to say "hundreds of thousands" or "tens of thousands"?	Comment by Mark Malafarina: @Andi Barnett - "tens of thousands". Looking at the dashboards, we average around 10-15k checkouts in TWR CA every year.

I added it. 	Comment by Mark Malafarina: I removed the full link which was going to last year's title and instead posted to the discussion board page.

The Together We Read: Canada digital book club connects readers through Canadian public libraries with the same ebook for two weeks and only requires a Library Name card to get started. During the program, readers participate in engaging online discussions about the title as well as [insert any additional library activity info happening during the program dates]. This free program is facilitated by OverDrive, the leading digital reading platform for ebooks, audiobooks and magazines and creator of the award-winning Libby app.

[Quote from Library staff member (excitement about the program, first-hand experience with the program, etc.)] 
Hotline is Lebanese Canadian author Dimitri Nasrallah’s fourth book and was nominated for the CBC Canada Reads program as well as longlisted for the Giller Prize. The story takes place in 1986 when Muna Heddad and her son have moved to Montreal, leaving behind a civil war filled with bad memories in Lebanon. She had plans to find work as a French teacher, but no one in Quebec trusts her to teach the language. The only work Muna can find is at a weight-loss center as a hotline operator. All day, she takes calls from people responding to ads seen in magazines or on TV. On the phone, she's Mona, and she's quite good at listening. These strangers all have so much to say once someone shows interest in their lives–marriages gone bad, parents dying, isolation, personal inadequacies. Even as her daily life in Canada is filled with invisible barriers at every turn, at the office Muna is privy to her clients' deepest secrets.
Hotline is published by Véhicule Press and can be borrowed as an ebook and audiobook from participating public libraries in Canada during Together We Read between August 30-September 13. The ebook can be read on all major computers and devices, including Kobo® tablets and eReaders, iPhone®, iPad®, Android™ phones and tablets and Chromebook™ without waitlists or holds. The title will automatically expire at the end of the lending period, and there are no late fees. 
Download Libby, visit http://xxx.lib.overdrive.com or visit a local library branch to get started. 
Find more information about Together We Read: Canada.
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About OverDrive 
[bookmark: _Hlk59005211][bookmark: _Hlk84492780]OverDrive is a mission-based company that stands with libraries. Named a Certified B Corp in 2017, OverDrive serves more than 91,000 libraries and schools in 113 countries with the industry’s largest digital catalog of ebooks, audiobooks, magazines, video and other content. OverDrive empowers libraries and schools by expanding access for all through tireless industry advocacy and consistent innovation. Award-winning apps and services include the Libby library reading app, the Sora student reading app, Kanopy, the leading video streaming app for libraries and colleges, and TeachingBooks.net, which offers one of the largest catalogs of supplemental materials that enhance literacy outcomes. Founded in 1986, OverDrive is based in Cleveland, Ohio USA. www.overdrive.com
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