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Guiding 
Questions

My favorite place to read!
Manor Park - Larchmont, NY

What
 are some effective 

ways to work 

together to keep 

students reading?

How 
does summer reading 

build capacity for 

your program and for 

you?

Why 
should school and 

public librarians 

collaborate over 

summer reading?



Plan

Strategy

Solution

ReportThrough collaboration, we have the opportunity to:

1. Connect with kids over the summer months

2. Provide and encourage use of library resources, 

including eBook and audiobooks

3. Strengthen relationships with students while 

cultivating their reading skills

Stronger 
Together



Making the Case

CSLP SUMMER READING WHITE PAPER (cslpreads.org)



Research Confirms
Summer reading programs have a positive impact 

on students

Increasing reading time is the 
most important strategy for 
improving literacy skills in 
fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension

Reading

Children do experience losses 
in learning over the summer 
months

Loss

Both the access to reading 
materials and the volume of 
reading are vital for 
preventing summer learning 
loss

Prevention



School + Public Librarians



Ideas



Ideas

Programs
School librarian and 

teacher led events at 
the public library 

during the summer



Ideas

Programs Celebrations
Summer reading 
kickoff and finale 

events

School librarian and 
teacher led events at 

the public library 
during the summer



Ideas

Pen Pal StationPrograms

At the public library 
to encourage visits 
and communication

Celebrations
Summer reading 
kickoff and finale 

events

School librarian and 
teacher led events at 

the public library 
during the summer



Last Call:
Enter the 
Raffle
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Ideas
Mystery Guest
Pop in to surprise your 

students

Pen Pal Station

Dueling Book 
Talks

Programs

At the public library 
to encourage visits 
and communication

Make booktalking a 
competition

Celebrations

Roaming 
Mascot

Summer reading 
kickoff and finale 

events

Draw inspiration from 
Flat Stanley or 
Where’s Waldo

School librarian and 
teacher led events at 

the public library 
during the summer

Shelf-Talkers
Just like you find at your 

favorite independent book 
store

Adult Summer 
Reading

Not just for kids!



Reading is 
Social
● Available all summer

● Simultaneous use

● How can these titles support your 

summer reading program?



Building Capacity

Strengthens 

relationships with 

students

Strengthens 

partnership between 

school and public 

library

Strengthens the 

whole community

Strengthens 

creativity and 

motivation



Summer Reading Success!
School + Public Librarians +



Thank You!

Dr. Jen Cannell
School Library System Supervisor

Southern Westchester BOCES

jcannell@swboces.org

914-922-3127
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