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The prisoners were arranged according to crime. The deeper she
walked into the dungeon, the crueler and more dangerous the
criminals became. Her sights were set on the cell at the very end
of the hall, where a prisoner of special interest was being

watched by a large private guard.

The woman had come to ask a question. It was a simple question,
but it consumed her thoughts every day, kept her lying awake
most nights, and was the only thing she dreamed about with the
little sleep she managed.

Only one person could give her the answer she needed, and that
person was on the other side of the prison bars ahead.

“l wish to see her,” the cloaked woman said to the guard.

“No one is allowed to see her,” the guard said, almost amused by
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