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Jennifer Niven

On the bus, everyone else has someone to talk to. F
after row of chattering kids, excited for their aftern

to start, for summer to start. I slip into the seat next «
Joanie Engstrom, who is eating an apple from the top
down, core and all. Joanie and I aren’t friends, exactly,
but we're allies—someone to pair up with in class on

group projects, someone to sit next to on the bus when all [ ]
the other seats are full. She smiles at me, then looks back
down at her Bible open in her lap—well-worn and Post-
°

it-noted from a lifetime of use. I'm not sure what more
there is to glean from those pages after she’s read them so
‘many times, but I'm not one to judge since I've seen all
the available episodes of Demon Heart upwards of a
dozen times.
As Joanie reads, taking another bite of her apple, T
b Inok past her and watch Pine Bluff pass by out the
dows, all six glorious stoplights.
*_*nnoyingly, I can’t stop thinking about what Kyle
" Lin love with the guys in Demon Heart?

#Rico Quiroz and Forest Reed, who play Heart
key, are undeniably attractive people. I've spent
fin a few afternoons gazing at pictures of them,
b of their jawlines, the rough texture of their
. the swell of their lips.
o, the older one, has amazing dark curly hair, an

ace, perfect soft brown skin, and an casy smile. He
S off as approachable, kind, warm. I can see why

fire always tweeting Dad at him—1I want him to rub
Pack and tell me I’m doing a good job, I want him to
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