
Welcome to OverDrive’s Session!

• Before we get started, please take a moment 
to complete our survey:

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6320192/2021-ISTE-5

• One lucky attendee will be selected to win a 
Samsung Galaxy Tablet at the end of our 

session!

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6320192/2021-ISTE-5


Getting Books in 
the Hands of 

Students During an 
Ongoing Pandemic



District Overview
Jackson Public Schools is the second-largest school district in Mississippi, 
serving nearly 21,000 scholars, representing more than 80 percent of school-
aged children in the state's capital and only urban municipality. Jackson, 
Mississippi has about 170,000 residents in an area of 104 square miles. 

53 school sites 
7 high schools, 10 middle schools, 32 elementary schools, and 4 special 
programs.

Schools are divided into 7 feeder patterns.



Get books into students' hands!
Learning Loss!!!!

 Dilemma 43 Libraries – Closed to Students/Beginning of Pandemic

 Library Usage/COVID – 19
• No Students
• Packet Pick ups
• Device issue

o Have or have not
• Librarians submitting proposals to help our students continue reading while out 

indefinitely
• Limited Free eBooks



Strategies to get books into student’s 
hands!
• Library Consistency 

 All meant All Librarians
 All Schools Closed
 All librarians have to encourage students and parents to use Myon.

• Librarians Portal – COVID 19 Folder

• How to get back all overdue books!

• MDE – Help Elizabeth Simmons: Ed. S. School Library Specialist
Office of Elementary Education and Reading



MDE – Strategies
Mississippi Department of Education Library Services 

Schools not opening  

• Ways to help students, teachers, librarians and school community. 

• PreK-4th  and 5th – 12th grades library lessons

• How to create a virtual school library.

• A MDE resource link  - https://mdek12.org/LearningAtHome

• Summer "learning" resources and activities, which  included reading lists and activities

• School Library Re-Entry Plan for the next year. 
o purchasing ebooks
o creating a virtual presence
o library lesson plans
o check out procedures  
o copyright/ fair use information.

https://mdek12.org/LearningAtHome


Strategies
• Beginning of School Year all Virtual 

o eBook or Digital Library 
o myOn & AR (Accelerated Reader)
o Reading Implementation Programs

• Choice: Virtual, Face to Face, 
Hybrid Learning

o SORA
o Library Book Checkouts



Getting Books in the Hands of Students?

• District Federal Funds  - Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) I Funds

• SORA – Overdrive

• $45,000.00 – Three Year Subscription – eBooks and Audiobooks



SORA – District Reading
I. Admin Usage

oReports of District Usage
oHolds and titles to renew
oNews, Billing & Support

 Conferences & Workshops Available
 Balance of Remaining Funds
 Ongoing Support  -Integration merge between Overdrive and Insignia (library 

circulation system)



SORA – District Reading



SORA – Total Books Opened (School Year)



SORA – Average Minutes Per Month



SORA – Hours Spent Reading



SORA – District Reading
II.  Librarian User Accounts

oAssign titles or books to students
o See SORA Activity



SORA – District Reading
III. Student Usage

oOverdrive titles can be seen in the district library OPAC



Effective Learning Experiences For Our Students

• District Summer Reading Program

• Funding Is Essential
• Inquire & Ask 

• Effective Lessons and Learning Plans
 Face to Face – Priority /Consistency in Practice and Plans 
 Virtual – What Could Happen(NEED)



Contact Information
Jeanette Whisenton

Lead Librarian/Teacher Resource Center Coordinator

Jackson Public School District

jwhisenton@Jackson.k12.ms.us

And the win n e r is …

https://reporting.alchemer.com/r/420681_608bfcbc3c6c73.09012776
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