
Transform Your 
Curriculum with 
Digital Class Sets



Welcome! Meet today’s presenters.

Suzi Tonini

Denver Public Schools

Suzanne.tonini@gmail.com

Angela Arnold

General Manager
OverDrive Education

aarnold@overdrive.com

Taylor Zapolnik

Middle School ELA Teacher

Zapolnik@themetroschool.org

mailto:aarnold@overdrive.com


What if your school could…

Give every student 
the book they need?

Engage students with 
books on their phones?

Use actionable data to 
improve literacy?

ACCESS ENGAGEMENT INSIGHT

AA



Sora: Digital books for every student.

Sora is a digital reading platform that 
ensures every one of your students 

has access to the right books.

2021 & 2019 
AASL Best 

Digital Tools
District 

Administration 
Top Ed Tech 

Product 2020

2019 AASL 
Crystal Apple 
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Choice Smart 
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Best Inventions 
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soraapp.com

OR DOWNLOAD THE APP:

https://marketplace.overdrive.com/


School Library & Curriculum

• Pleasure Reading
Including Public Library 
CONNECT

• Required Curriculum Books

• Leveled Readers

• Student Populations

• Supplemental Books

• Professional Development

AA



Access: Put books where students are.



Decoding digital books

Buy a 
book

Buy 
access

PRINT

DIGITAL



On-Demand Class Sets

No shipping 
delays

No supplier 
shortages

No shelf space 
necessary

Icons created by Freepik & Payungkead - Flaticon

https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/factory" title="factory icons
https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/shelf" title="shelf icons


Schools say…

• Rethinking Tech
• Teacher Shortage
• Windows & Mirrors



Digital Class Sets Toolbox







predictive purchasing

unreliable availability

purchasing based on 
actual demand

guaranteed availability



STEP 1

Determine the budget for digital class sets.



Sample Purchase Order report: tracking monthly costs of digital class sets



$22,000 spent

63 class set requests

7,537 students served

Average of $2.92 per copy 

Digital Class Sets Pilot Program Stats
August 2021 - May 2022



STEP 2

Create an EASY process for teachers 
to request class sets of ebooks. 



bit.ly/3N5WTSB

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYGdJNfpy1vNRvLYcSfbK3OFM3dik2uiIhkUB0IkSHKWSwIw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://bit.ly/3N5WTSB












STEP 3

Determine who will respond to 
class set requests. 



STEP 4

Determine how to respond to 
class set requests. 



Check the license availability in OverDrive Marketplace.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1XIoqrYhoUGyJuyPHaXT5VxXSXsXK8lpZ/view


Visitbit.ly/3QBsKhb to create a copy of this spreadsheet for tracking requests and 
costs of digital class sets.

http://bit.ly/3QBsKhb
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1eV12SG43ckb13wiOlG8RJFfYtWw2anVf/view


Hi [name],

This is your confirmation that the class set request for One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia has been approved.

Start date: 8/27/21 

Each class set rental provides students and staff with 3 months of uninterrupted access.

Direct Sora link to share with teachers/students:

One Crazy Summer eBook: 

https://soraapp.com/library/dpsk12/search/query-one%20crazy%20summer/page-1/202341/305524

Teaching Resources: 

Rita Williams-Garcia Teaching Guide

Sora All-in-One doc

Additional Recommendations:

One Crazy Summer is also available as an audiobook, which can support English language learners and other students who may benefit from 

listening to the text read aloud. I have enabled additional copies during your instructional period to provide this accommodation to all 

students who need it. Please note that the audiobook narration speed can be adjusted (slower or faster)-- this video demonstrates how.

This is the direct link to the audiobook: https://soraapp.com/library/dpsk12/series-One%20Crazy%20Summer/page-1/202341/458263

Please let me know if you have any questions!

Sample confirmation email bit.ly/3OuHIDB

https://soraapp.com/library/dpsk12/search/query-one crazy summer/page-1/202341/305524
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fqSt0rE36JZcCO1-c_h5hbUa1FN_aZLF/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K3q7lLQJEVEFaA_dq_5gfGZjyRhc2MvIFdJp3irmaNU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXDvxCuXraI&t=5s
https://soraapp.com/library/dpsk12/series-One Crazy Summer/page-1/202341/458263
bit.ly/3OuHIDB


STEP 5

Market digital class sets.



STEP 6

Reflect and improve on the process.



bit.ly/3N98DE8

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoNlUuCOUmRlRr-M-k_ZQzeINKhTujlo3Jh-iBYvdp8w5IWg/viewform?usp=sf_link
bit.ly/3N98DE8


Why do DPS teachers request 
digital class sets? 

1. money

2. time

3. support student learning

4. selection flexibility



“Class sets of eBooks 
made it easy for me to 

meet the needs and 
interests of my students.”

“Ebooks provide new options for 
how students engage with a text. 

Students really like the searchable 
feature of eBooks when writing 

essays and annotating the texts in 
digital format.”

“Ebooks provided students with 
more access to the book 

because they could bring them 
home. Print copies have to 
remain in the classroom.

“Audiobooks provided 
greater access to students 

struggling to read the 
text.”

“Students can access the book 
from home without having to 
carry around heavy books or 

risk losing them.”



Student choice is such an important key factor, they 
will become readers when they find the right book and 

SORA is just an amazing tool for that. 
This sums up my passion for reading:

“Once you learn to read, you will be 
forever free.” ~Frederick Douglass

I want my students to feel free!



Class Set Request Form: bit.ly/3N5WTSB

Class Set Master List Template: bit.ly/3QBsKhb

Class Set Confirmation Email: bit.ly/3OuHIDB

Teacher Feedback Survey: bit.ly/3N98DE8

Resource Links





discoversora.com

schools@overdrive.com

Contact Us:
Follow us on social! @sorareadingappJoin a live 

product 

walkthrough


