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About the Hawaii Department of Education
Founded on October 15, 1840 
by King Kamehameha III.

Oldest public school system west of the Mississippi.

One statewide public school district
● 257 public schools
● 37 public charter schools
● 175,000 students
● 13,000 teachers



Set Up Process: Authentication
LS2Sora



Set up: Collections and Funding



Set up: Collection Titles and Copies

Titles: 7,540+
Copies: 22,810+

Titles: 7,540+
Copies: 22,810+

Titles: 15,195+
Copies: 38,052+

Titles: 22,735+
Copies: 60,862+



Set Up Process: Content Access Levels
Elementary

Grades Pre-K to 5
Juvenile Access 

Middle
Grades 6-8

Young Adult Access 

High School & Staff
Grades 9+

Adult Access 



Connecting to the Hawaii State Public Library



Promotion and 
Application

What we are doing at the state and school levels



Statewide Promotion: Online PD Course
» Offered to teachers and librarians since 2017
» Goal: Develop strategies to become an effective reader, 

advocate, and educator using Sora to promote reading 
opportunities and increase literacy



Communication and Marketing Materials for Upcoming 
Events

Example: Email from Joanna 
promoting the Always 
Available summer Sora Sweet 
Reads program
Includes ready-to-promote 
materials (memo, flyer, 
bookmarks)



Library Support Center

» Marketing and 
Promotional Materials

» Tutorials for librarians
» Statistics (borrower and titles)

» Advantage Account Help
» FAQs





Parents
- Statistics shared in eNotes
- Flyers every quarter with 

log-in information
Students:

- Check-Ins during library lessons
- Physical displays
- Scavenger hunt lessons

Teachers:
- Workshops and articulation
- Class Sets
- Curriculum integration
- Silent reading in class



School Level Promotion Library Website 



School Level 
Promotion:
eBook Lists



Collection Curation
Who adds titles to the shared collection?

Quarterly suggested 
titles by school/building 
librarians

State-Level Content Specialists 
add titles in their respective 
content areas.



Collection Curation
Award-winning titles are grouped and promoted in SORA. 

Individual school/building librarians do not need to make their own lists!

Screenshot from SORA



Collection Curation
» Library Media Services sends 

email notifications each 
quarter listing the Top 
Circulating Titles.

» The enclosed statistics help 
librarians understand the 
users’ interests and guide 
them to make informed 
decisions on future title 
purchases.



Benefits of a School Advantage Account
Empowers the school/building librarian to tailor the collection to 
meet the needs of his/her school community

Ability to purchase multiple 
copies of a specific title for a 
special event or book club

Fast and 
Easy!

Quick and easy online ordering! 
ebooks available within a 

couple of days - usually within 
hours!

The variety of purchasing 
models creates cost- effective 
options to purchase popular 

new  titles!



Benefits of a School Advantage Account

Allows the school/building librarian to manage ebook circulation

Assign titles to a specific 
user (teacher or student)

Remove holds on eBooks 
as needed







Timeline

And the winner is...

Galaxy Tablet
Time To Pick a Winner!
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