like he was bored.

Charlotte.

had so many lines, and I had all these sONgS to
sing. It was 0, s0, SO, SO hard!” Although she
was talking to me, she really didn’t look at me
much. “On opening night, my parents were all
the way in back of the auditorium, like where
Jack is right now, but when the lights are off,
you can’t really see that far back. So 1 was
like, “Where are my parents? Where are my
parents?’ And then Mr. Resnick, our theater-
arts teacher last year—he qaid: ‘Charlotte,
stop being such a dival’ And 1 was like,
‘Okay!” And then I spotted my parents and 1
was totally fine. T didn’t forgeta single line.”
While she was talking, | noticed Julian
staring at me out of the corner of his eye. This
is something 1 see people do a lot with me.
They think I don’t know they’re staring, but I
can tell from the way their heads are tilted. 1
turned around to se¢ where Jack had gone to.
He had stayed in the back of the auditorium,

“We put on 2 play every year,” said

«] don’t think he’s going to want to be in
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the school play, Charlotte,” said Juuau
sarcastically.

«you can be in the play without actually
being ‘in’ the play,” Charlotte answered,
looking at me. «“you can do the lighting. You
can paint the backdrops.”

“Oh yeah, whoopee,” said Julian, twirling
his finger in the air.

«But you don’t have to take the theater-arts
elective if you don’t want t0,” Charlotte said,
shrugging. «“There’s dance Or chorus or band.
There’s leadership 7

«Only dorks take leadership,”
interrupted.

«Julian, you're being sO obnoxious!” said
Charlotte, which made Julian laugh.

«I’m taking the science elective,” I said.

«“Cool!” said Charlotte.

julian looked directly at me. “The science
elective 18 supposably the hardest elective of
all,” he said. “No offense, but if you’ve never,
ever been in a school before, why do you
think you’re suddenly going to be smart
enough to take the science elective? 1 mean,

Julian
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