~

B B E B R R e

—

JIp

SO

ce

your

w

Read fabulous fall ebooks &
audiobooks on Libby, the _aa

~aIer row oI Cnauerimg Kids, eXcIled Ior melr arernoons
to start, for summer to start. I slip into the seat next to
° Joanie Engstrom, who is eating an apple from the top
O n e —t a re a d I n a down, core and all. Joanie and I aren’t friends, exactly,

° but we’re allies—someone to pair up with in class on
group projects, someone to sit next to on the bus when all
the other seats are full. She smiles at me, then looks back
down at her Bible open in her lap—well-worn and Post-
it-noted from a lifetime of use. I’m not sure what more
there is to glean from those pages after she’s read them so
many times, but I’'m not one to judge since I’ve seen all
the available episodes of Demon Heart upwards of a
dozen times.

As Joanie reads, taking another bite of her apple, I
look past her and watch Pine Bluff pass by out the
windows, all six glorious stoplights.

L] Annoyingly, I can’t stop thinking about what Kyle
said. Am I in love with the guys in Demon Heart?
1 Maybe. Rico Quiroz and Forest Reed, who play Heart
[ | and Smokey, are undeniably attractive people. I’ve spent
more than a few afternoons gazing at pictures of them,
the slope of their jawlij L\{texmre of their
stubble, the swell of
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