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Who is joining us today?
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Which of the following ebook/ audiobook platforms does 
your school/ district currently offer for to students?
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Aligning to Our Why
Our Mission

The community of Keller ISD will educate our students to achieve their highest 

standards of performance by engaging them in exceptional opportunities.

● Exploration and the pursuit of one’s 

passion that leads to personal 

growth;

● Respect for the diversity of our 

school community through a culture 

of understanding and personalized 

learning opportunities.



Vision and Mission of Texas School Libraries

Texas school libraries are essential interactive collaborative learning environments, ever evolving to 

provide equitable physical and virtual access to ideas, information, and learning tools for the entire 

school community.

Certified librarians and trained staff nurture a culture of literacy and inquiry 

throughout the school community. An integral part of instructional teams, librarians 

are teachers who collaborate with teachers on curriculum design and delivery. 

They maintain a professionally developed collection of print and digital materials 

and assist learners in locating resources that match their academic and personal 

interests. Librarians model and teach information literacy and digital citizenship, 

empowering learners to make ethical, informed choices in an increasingly complex 

and evolving global environment.
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Information Literacy: School library programs offer information 

literacy instruction that enables students to efficiently locate, 

accurately evaluate, ethically use, and clearly communicate 

information in various formats.

Learners and educators use information to effectively 

accomplish a specific purpose; they also access and 

evaluate print and digital resources for their inquiry 

needs, academic needs, and/or personal needs.
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Why is having access to a digital library important to our readers?
Students are able to access the books that are they are interested in 

reading. Also with audiobooks, students can access books that they may 

be above their level which will increase their abilities and knowledge.

-Diana Colby, Librarian Vista Ridge MS

There is something for everyone, and if a student wants to read a book 

that their peers may question, or a book that they want to keep private, 

Sora offers them that opportunity.

-Debi Riggs, Librarian Trinity Meadows Intermediate School

Students have access to many different types of books. Even 

if they book they want is checked out in the library, they have 

a second chance to find it on Sora. eBooks and audiobooks 

are also better than traditional books for many students in 

regards to learning and processing styles.

-School Librarian

Students are able to search for books based on multiple 

criteria in the library, in their classroom or at home. Sora 

offers ebooks and audiobooks that allow students to 

find stories of many genres and formats to fit their 

tastes or needs.

-Garrick Van Dyke, Librarian Caprock Elementary

It gives them the choice to have a library with books they actually love at their fingertips!

-6th Grade Teacher



What is Sora?
Sora is a digital reading platform that ensures every 
one of your students has access to the right books, no 
matter where they are or which device they’re using.



Curriculum

Sora: An always accessible digital library

Independent reading



Sync titles across devices & download to read offline

Sora in the browser: soraapp.com

https://soraapp.com/welcome


Sora allows for my students to have greater and, often, 

immediate access to books. I really encourage my students to 

take advantage of adding public libraries to their account to 

give them the greatest amount of access to digital books and 

resources. This is a great go-to for these students for this 

reason alone. Additionally, it gives more opportunity for 

students who may need additional assistance with reading by 

providing great audiobook options, further differentiating 

instructional materials and needs of students.

-Lauren Stutler, Keller HS

Students live in a fast paced 

environment so having a digital copy 

leaves them with a book at all times.

-6th Grade Teacher

Because it expands the learning beyond the school walls. If 

you don't have access to a public library or a school one 

because of quarantine, the summer, not having a ride, 

whatever, you can still experience the wonder and magic of 

reading. It puts the whole word at your fingertips!

-Caroline Carr, Librarian Parkwood Hill Intermediate

I love Sora when I was remote 

because I had access to all the latest 

books!!

-High School Student

It has contributed to my ability to read 

as much as I want. It has made it 

much more convenient for me read 

more.

-High School Student

How does Sora offer a personalized learning experience to readers?



Reading – School library programs promote reading as an 

essential skill for learning, personal growth, and enjoyment which 

are essential skills for college, career, and community.

Learners and educators use information to effectively accomplish a specific purpose; they also 

access and evaluate print and digital resources for their inquiry needs, academic needs, and/or 

personal needs.

The library encourages students to read a variety of literature for information and pleasure. 

The library provides access to physical and virtual collections of high quality, current resources 

in a variety of formats (print, audio, electronic) and platforms (readable on most devices) 

which reflect input from stakeholders.

Library programs encourage collaboration with other types of libraries (e.g. public, academic, 

governmental, special), information institutions (e.g. museums, institutes, and virtual field 

trips), and community partners.
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Your school + public library = more reading

✔Sora users have seamless access to 
additional ebooks & audiobooks through 
their local public library

✔Age-appropriate view of the public library’s 
digital collection

✔When your public library opts in, no library 
card is needed: borrowing is as simple as 
using your school credentials

Download this Public Library Connect Flyer!

about:blank


Titles are borrowed using 
existing school credentials

They’re presented with all the age-
appropriate titles available to them from the 

library’s digital collection

Students add their local public 
library in Sora

How it works…



Digital Learning - Effective school libraries are a vital hub with equitable access to 

emerging technologies which provide curated and open access to a variety of print and 

digital resources. They support best instructional practices and curriculum standards 

through the integration of resources while assessing the impact on student learning.

The library program actively provides an equitable, diverse, and open 

collection of digital and print resources, including open educational 

resources (OER), which support the academic and personal needs of 

students. Virtual library materials are available at point of need.
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You can seamlessly access your 
Sora digital book collection through 
your existing EdTech infrastructure.

View the full list of integrations:

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-
features/integrations/

Sora integrates with your 
school’s LMS, SIS or LOR

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-features/integrations/


Single Sign On through ClassLink



Reading – School library programs promote reading as an 

essential skill for learning, personal growth, and enjoyment which 

are essential skills for college, career, and community.

Library materials reflect diversity, student choice for leisure 

reading, and reading for information as well as the needs of the 

curriculum and the state standards.
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How has Sora helped you reached your reading goals?

My students who were home on quarantine or who are dyslexic can use this app.

-6th Grade Teacher

it has so many books you can choose from and it even has many types too. I also love 

how it has books wrote in other countries.

-Students

Sora is the reason I started listening to audiobooks. Before Sora, I preferred physical books only.  Also, Sora 

has helped me when I took 2 separate literature classes during grad school.  I was able to access books that I 

couldn’t purchase, didn’t want to purchase, or needed quickly.  One class I took during the summer, so I was 

able to access books while on vacation to continue my studies during a road trip. 

-Beth Brentlinger, English Teacher

it helped me finish assigned books without the fear of losing 

books

-Student



Audiobooks

Read-Alongs

Graphic novels & 

comics

Unique formats appeal to readers of all ages & abilities

Have access to the OverDrive Marketplace? Check out these title lists for books available as a Graphic Novel.

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/collection-development/comic-graphic-books/




Available in 10 languages

Multilingual interface for ESL & multilingual learners



Dyslexic font

High-contrast mode
Adjustable fonts, text sizes and screen 

lighting

Personalization features make reading more accessible and enjoyable

Learn more about accessibility features in Sora: https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-features/accessibility-features/
Tell your school community how Sora supports every reader: https://static.od-cdn.com/Sora_ForEveryReader-0820.zip

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-features/accessibility-features/
https://static.od-cdn.com/Sora_ForEveryReader-0820.zip


Exportable notes 

and highlights

In-app access 

to definitions 

& Google 

Translate

Digital classroom tools make it easy to work with texts

Learn more about Sora’s learning tools:

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-features/classroom-features/

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/apps-features/classroom-features/


Use Title Assignments for prescribed curricular reading



Assign Class Sets to access student-level reading data

✔ Student user IDs

✔ Date the title was first opened

✔ Date the title was last opened

✔ Number of reading sessions

✔ Total time read

Learn about student reading data for assigned titles:
https://resources.overdrive.com/student-level-data-in-marketplace/

https://resources.overdrive.com/student-level-data-in-marketplace/


How does Sora provide access to a diverse collection?
Access to a diverse digital library is important for the same reason access to a diverse physical library is 

important: All students need to be able to find books they can relate to and see themselves in.

-School Librarian

We are living in a diverse world, with diverse cultures, beliefs, and schools of thought.  It is 

important for kids to be able to find themselves reflected in the books they see and read. One size 

does not fit all!

I love that my kids can see many different types of people in books. It offers them a safe 

way to explore the world and build empathy.

-Parent

All students need equal access to literature that shows a variety of characters, settings, problems, and even 

types of books.  Students may need to read a book that they wouldn't normally check out and hold to read, but 

will read it on a device. 

-Courtney George, Librarian Independence Elementary

Whether it is having books that are audiobooks or ebooks, chapter books or picture books, and even comedies or tragedies, having a 

wide-range of topics and formats is important for students to be able to have choices, and to find books that they enjoy and love.

-Garrick Van Dyke, Librarian Caprock Elementary
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Curations



✔Copy and paste 
the Sora URL 
from a book or 
a collection and 
share it directly

Learn how to create a deep link in Sora: https://help.soraapp.com/en-us/5039.htm

Deep linking

https://help.soraapp.com/en-us/5039.htm


Direct Link from Book Talks



ReadSquared





Leadership - School library program activities show evidence of best practices 

when modeled by a full-time, certified school librarian in every school 

supported by trained paraprofessionals. 

The school library program is designed to ensure that all students have equal access to 

appropriate resources necessary for academic success. 

The school library program activities are evaluated using data analysis in order to improve

student outcomes.

The library program has a mission, vision, goals, objectives and a strategic plan which is in

alignment with campus, district, and statewide plans and incorporates sound policies and

procedures.
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Evaluation/ Assessing Impact



Data-Driven



Shout Your Students’ 

Success





Visit the OverDrive Resource Center

Lesson plans

Reading activities

Outreach 

materials

Check out the Resource Center: 

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-
schools/

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/


Rank the following Sora features according to how they 
support your district/ school's goals for your readers.
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Audience Q&A Session
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