
Welcome to OverDrive’s Session!

Before we get started, please take a moment to 
complete our survey:

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6320196/2021-ISTE-9

One lucky attendee will be selected to win a Samsung 
Galaxy Tablet at the end of our session!

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6320196/2021-ISTE-9


Student Voice & 
Choice

With Sora eBooks and Audiobooks 



Why student VOICe & Choice?

✗ Broad, Relevant Selection Reading Motivation

✗ Choice Reading Motivation
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Hello!
I am Caroline Hughes, a School Librarian                                       

at Pioneer High School in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
Previously I was the Director of Ed Tech & Library Services         

at Denver Public Schools. 
I LOVE working directly with students and teachers!



Student Selection 
“engaging, diverse, and relevant digital texts”
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Mirrors, 
Windows

Curated collections based 
on culture, community.

Popular reads.
Curriculum.
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Increased access to books leads 
children to read more and for 
longer lengths of time, and 

produces improved attitudes 
toward reading and learning 

among children.
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Students Know Students
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600+
Requests in 7 months

35 books/student
Highest Circulations/User over 7 months

30%
Portion of budget allocated to requests & holds



How we did it

✗ Created a google form

✗ Ordered twice a week
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Marketing
Included link in all training 
sessions and materials with 
students AND staff:
✗ Slides
✗ Sessions
✗ Screencasts
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Marketing

✗ During instructional sessions with students 
shared examples of titles chosen by students. 

✗ Prompted students to share in chat and google 
form titles they would recommend but don’t 
see.
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Marketing
Emailed digital newsletters 
to staff and students. 
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Marketing
Posted flyers in hallways & 
bathrooms with QR code.
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Responsiveness
Ordered twice a week.
Emailed Requestors.
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STUDent CHOICE 
2

“builds agency and confidence, and [students] 
are more likely to develop a positive orientation 
toward reading and stronger reading ability”.



Allowing [children and teens] to 
choose texts increases their reading 

motivation and interest.
Donalyn Miller & Colby Sharp
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Middle School Independent 
Reading Unit
Teachers collaborated to 
develop and offer 
independent reading units.

Partnership with district english coordinator

✗ 92 titles

✗ Variety of Genres: 

Fantasy, Graphic Novels, 

Historical, LGBQTIA+, 

Mystery, Nonfiction, 

Realistic, Science 

Fiction/Dystopia & Sports
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Partnership with district english coordinator
High School Literature Circles
Budget to encourage literature circles where 
students:
✗ weighed in on selection pool, 
✗ chose which book to read and/or 
✗ chose their own book.
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The how

✗ Google choice forms with 
“booktalking” info
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The how

✗ Teacher & Librarian TLN
✗ Library Journal’s diversity indicators
✗ Student focus groups
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Constraints
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Questions?



Thanks!

Caroline Hughes
hughesc@aaps.k12.mi.us
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Time to pick a 
winner !

https://reporting.alchemer.com/r/420681_608bfd44eaee83.53947957


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:

✗ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
✗ Photographs by Unsplash

26

http://www.slidescarnival.com/?utm_source=template
http://unsplash.com/&utm_source=slidescarnival
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