
Thanks for Joining Us!

Before we get started, please take a moment to complete our survey:
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6131668/2021-TCEA-Sess-3

One lucky attendee will be selected to win a Galaxy Tablet at the end of our session!



Purchasing, promotion 
& public libraries: 
Tips for using digital books in 
your district
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Our Current Snapshot in SBISD:
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How many books are being opened?
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How many hours do they read per month?
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How long do they spend on Sora?
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How long do they read each day?
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Our Top Titles Last Month
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Trends
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Purchasing:
How schools can customize their 
collections to meet unique reading needs
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Use Overdrive’s Collection Development

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/collection-development-recommended-lists/
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Examples
of 
available
premade
lists
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How to leverage flexible purchasing options

✔one-copy/one-user 
✔simultaneous access
✔class sets
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Consideration:
How will you be using the books?

Class Sets

Pleasure Reading

Professional Development



✔Advantage accounts are a great way 
to get titles that your individual campus is 
going to be reading and ensuring that they 
are available to your specific students

Advantage accounts



Marketing at both the school and district level
Promotion:
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Gamify student reading with Achievements 
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Get Physical
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Get Physical

https://twitter.com/WEHSLibrary/status/1168687209605718016/photo/2
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Curated Collections
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Use Overdrive’s Collection Development for Promotion, Too

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/collection-development-recommended-lists/
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Click on any of those lists…
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Edit the URL
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Replace “OneCopyOneUserAndMeteredAccess” with “Curate”
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Now you can add those titles to a new (or existing) collection
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Promote on Social Media
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Use Social Media to Promote Theme Weeks

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/marketing-outreach-trending/
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Don’t have time to create your own Tweets?

Just follow 
@SoraReadingApp
and retweet!

https://twitter.com/Sorareadingapp/status/1280504040447709185
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Use Overdrive’s Marketing assets

https://resources.overdrive.com/k-12-schools/marketing-outreach-trending/
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Titles are borrowed using existing 
school credentials

Partner with a Public Library

They’re presented with all the age-
appropriate titles available to them 
from the library’s digital collection

Students add their local public library 
in the Sora app
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Expand your offerings at no cost to your district
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How to prep your librarians, staff, students, and community when rolling out Sora
Training:



Train the trainer

• Train the librarians first

• Try to get administrators in the sessions, too

• Work with your teachers so they can answer questions

• Teach all students at all levels



Do your Special Education teachers know?

• Dyslexia font
• Change background color
• Font size
• Read Alongs
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Sora features
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Sora features



English teachers

• Define and highlight

• Students have the ability to collect highlights and notes
° Can be downloaded from Home screen
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Have students export annotations



49

Use OverDrive’s Premade Materials
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Use OverDrive’s Premade Materials with Students
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Support English Language Learners
✔Audiobook

s

✔Read-
Alongs

✔Graphic novels & comics
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Read Alongs

• Professionally narrated
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Lisa Stultz
Director of Library Media Services

Spring Branch ISD

Questions?

And the 
winner is….

https://reporting.alchemer.com/r/420681_5ff70fbcc54bb9.27675175
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